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CLAIM LISTING 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying excess noise generated by 
one or more internal components of [[in]] a computer system for a speech recognition 
system comprising the steps of: 

recording a silence sound sample during a period of inactivity of said internal 
components ; 

performing an excess noise test for one of said internal components, said excess 
noise test comprising a method of operating one of said internal components to test for 
excess noise which interferes with a speech recognition capability of the computer 
system; 

second during said noise test recording an isolated noise a component sound 
sample while operating a c om p ut er system component in isolation from oth er computer 
system components ; 

comparing the signal characteristics of said silence sound sample with signal 
characteristics of said isolated noise component sound sample; and, 

attributing logging a result of the comparison of the signal characteristics of said 
isolated noise silence sound sample and said component sound sample to said isolated 
computer component when said signal characteristics of said component sound silence 
sample differ by a preset threshold from said signal characteristics of said isolated noise 
silent sound sample. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

logging said signal characteristics of said silence sample and said isolated noise 
sample; 



{WP398737;2} 



2 



Application No. 09/399,873 

Amendment dated May 23, 2007 

in response to Office Action of February 23, 2007 

Docket No. 6169-95 

reporting excess noise from one of said internal components in response to logging 
said comparison result identified in said attributing step ; and, 

suggesting a remedy for said identified reported excess noise. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 5 further comprising the 
steps of: 

creating generating a list of said one or more internal computer system 
components of said computer to be tested for excess noise; and, 

associati ng with for each of said components in said list , designating a 
corresponding excess noise test method for testing said component for excess noise . 

4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 2, further comprising the 
steps of: 

creating generating a list of one or more internal computer system components of 
said computer to be tested for excess noise; 

first associating with for each of said components in said list , designating a 
corresponding excess noise test method for testing said comp onent for excess noise; and, 

second ass ociatin g with each component in said list and a corresponding remedy 
for excess noise remedy identified in said corresponding component . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 3, wherein said second 
recording step co mprises for each computer system component i n said created list of 
computer system components to be tested for excess noise, second recording a n isolated 
noise sample while operating each said computer system component in said created list 
according to said corresponding method, further comprising the steps of: 

determining if one or more other internal components of said computer are still 
untested; and 
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repeating the steps of performing, recording, comparing, and logging for each of 
said other components still untested. 

6, (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 4, wh erein said second 
r e cordin g step comprises for each computer system component i n sai d cr eate d list of 
computer system co mponents to be tested for excess nois e, second recording an isolated 
noise sample while operating each said computer system component in said created list 
according t o sai d corresponding method, and said suggesting step comprises suggesting 
said corresponding remedy for said iden tified exc ess noise in each said computer system 
component in said created list, further comprising the steps of: 

determining if one or more other internal components of said computer are still 
untested; and 

repeating the steps of performing, recording, comparing, logging, reporting, and 
suggesting for each of said other components still untested. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium, having stored 
thereon a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
executable by a computer for causing the computer to perform the steps of: A computer 
apparatus p rogramm ed with a routine set of instru ct i o ns stored in a fixed medium, said 
computer apparatus comprising: 

first means for recording a silence sound sample during a period of inactivity of 
internal components of a computer for a speech recognition system ; 

executing an excess noise test for one of said internal components, said excess 
noise test specifying a method of operating one of said internal components to test for 
excess noise which interferes with a speech recognition capability of the computer 
system; 
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second means for second during said noise test recording an is o lated noise a 
component sound sample while ope rating a computer system component in isolation 
from other computer system components ; 

means for comparing the signal characteristics of said silence sound sample with 
signal characteristics of said isolated noise component sound sample; and, 

means for identifying logging a result of the comparison of the signal 
characteristics of said isolated noise silence sound sample and said component sound 
sample to said isolated computer component when said signal characteristics of said 
component sound silence sample differ by a preset threshold from said signal 
characteristics of said isolated noise silent sound sample. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer -readable storage medium ap parat u s 
according to claim 7, further comprising code sections for : 

means f o r logging said signal characteristics of said silence sample and said 
isolated noise sample; 

means for reporting excess noise from said one of said internal components in 
response to logging said comparison result identified in said attributing step ; and, 

means for suggesting a remedy for said identified reported excess noise 

9. (Currently Amended) A compute r-readable storage medium apparatus 
according to claim 7, further comprising code sections for : 

generating a list of said one or more internal computer system components of said 
computer to be tested for excess noise; and, 

test instructions corresponding to each said computer system component in said 

for each of said components in said list designating a corresponding excess noise 

test. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A compute r-readable storage medium apparatus 
according to claim 8, further comprising code sections for : 

generating a list of computer system one or more internal components of said 
computer to be tested for excess noise; 

test instructions corresponding to each sa id co mputer system component in said 
list; and, 

a plurality of suggested remedies for identified excess noise, each said suggested 
remedy corresponding to at least one of said comp uter syst em components in said list, 

foneach of said components in said lis t designating a corresponding excess noise 
test and a corresponding remedy for excess noise remedy . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A compute r-readable storage medium apparatus 
according to claim 9, further comprising code sections for : 

■ 5 wherein said second recording means comprises for each computer system component 
in said list of computer system components to be tested for excess nois e, means for 
second recording an isolated noise sample while operating each said computer system 
component in said list according to said corresponding test ins tructions. 

determining if one or more other internal components of said computer are still 
untested; and 

repeating the steps of performing, recording, comparing, and logging for each of 
said other components still untested. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer -readable storage medium apparatus 
according to claim 10 5 further comprising code sections for : 
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, wherein said second recording means comprises for each computer system component 
in said list of computer s ystem components to be tested for excess noise, means for 
second recording an isolate d noise sample while operating each said computer system 
component in said list according to said corresponding test inst ruction s, and said 
suggesting means c omprise s means for suggesting said correspondin g suggest e d r eme d y 
for said identified excess noise in each said computer system component in said list. 

determining if one or more other internal components of said computer are still 
untested; and 

repeating the steps of performing, recording, comparing, logging, reporting, and 
suggesting for each of said other components still untested. 
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